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citan nuestra sensibilidad, de un modo
similar a como lo hacen en las obras
de arte. Semejantes por su erizada

pariencia a los nobles astrolabios
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time, over the long centuries, sun-
dials have developed into objects
worthy of the same kind of atten-
tion as that which we pay to works
of art. Similar in their appearance to
the noble astrolabes of renaissance
navigators, sundials evoke the cen-
turies when, for the first time, time
was being studied, or perhaps one
might say without exaggeration,
being invented. The curves found
on certain parts of these devices,
similar to sundials, bring to mind
the curves of the Earth.

Though poets have invented other
devices, metaphors and similes, for
trapping time (their most canonical
image is the comparison of time to a
river) how much more enigmatic,
how much more majestic, is that of
the inventors of the distant past
who found in the sun a narrator of
the ramblings of time.

This sundial, built in Mexico by the
German, Lothar Loske, is different
from its Egyptian, Greek and
Roman ancestors in one detail of
design: there is no gnomon to cast
a shadow, rather a carefully de-
signed slit that projects a line of
sunlight. This device thus inverts
the principle of the sundial, which
projects a shadow, but retains all
its noble characteristics. The Signs
of the Zodiac engraved on this
great bronze sphere mounted on a

block of black ,granite reveal yet

this complex
mechanism. Furthermore, this
device can tell you what time it is

anywhere in the world.1g




It is an item in the pri f:_:‘ ection of Lothar Loske




Reloj de sol, pieza

de la coleccion de
Lothar Loske

Sundial, collection
of Lothar Loske
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